
CHROMEBOOK CONNECT @ KEN CARYL MIDDLE SCHOOL 
FAQ AND TALKING POINTS 

 
All 7th and 8th grade KCMS students will be required to buy a district Chromebook at the beginning of 

the 2018-2019 school year. Families will be charged $220 in their student’s 2018-2019 fees and 
students will receive their Chromebook in August 2018. Students will use this device in Jeffco schools 

over the next 3-5 years. 
 

Ken Caryl Middle School aims to create an innovative learning environment that prepares students for their future 
in a rapidly changing world, one which requires new skills to equip students for college, career, and citizenship 
opportunities.  Through a 1:1 initiative (one device to one student), technology transforms learning experiences to 
prepare our students for the demands of tomorrow. 

● STUDENT ENGAGEMENT A device on its own does not necessarily motivate or engage students, but it can provide 
access to tools, assignments, and information that will. 

● COLLABORATION Digital tools can broaden perspective and provide deeper learning through local and global 
collaboration. 

● ACCESS TO THE WORLD’S INFORMATION Students use modern tools and methods to access all of the world’s 
information which changes exponentially every minute.  

● REAL-TIME COMMUNICATION AND FEEDBACK Digital tools provide opportunities for teachers and peers to provide 
feedback in a variety of ways. Communication between students and teachers increases as this can now happen 
outside of the school walls and school day.  

● PERSONALIZED LEARNING Utilizing technology helps meet the demands of a school that has grown more diverse 
with a wide range of needs, interests, and abilities in their students. 

● CREATIVE DEMONSTRATIONS OF LEARNING Access to a variety of digital tools provides students the opportunity 
to demonstrate their learning through many platforms such as video, audio, drawing, screencasting, and coding. 

 
WHAT are our next steps? 
KCMS will implement a $220 school technology fee on the 2018-2019 student fees.  All students will be given a district 
Chromebook at a launch event in August 2018. Free and Reduced Lunch families will work with the school on an as needed 
basis to ensure every student has a device for the 2018-2019 school year. Additionally, we are investigating reduced internet 
rates for lower income families. 
 
WHY a district Chromebook?  
A Chromebook is an inexpensive laptop with a long battery life that runs the Google Chrome operating system. They are ideal 
for use with the Jeffco Google Domain. Requiring a district device ensures that the Chromebook will access the fastest 
network possible and run all district applications, such as LANschool (classroom management system), district and state 
assessments, and filtering programs.  
 
Will the students be using these in every class every day?   
No, not necessarily. Teachers will facilitate when the connection or device is needed.   
 
Will all assignments and communication be electronic now?   
All KCMS teachers will be using Google Classroom to distribute assignments, manage announcements, and provide 
feedback to students in a paperless platform. This online learning will be balanced with rich in-person interactions to create 
a blended learning environment.  
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Will students still use textbooks? 
Maybe. Each content area will have expectations for class and some of those classes have textbooks, but with this new 
technology, some textbooks may be moved to an online resource.  
 
What if the Chromebook isn't brought to class, or it isn’t charged? 
Every student will be expected to bring a fully charged Chromebook to every class every day. Classrooms may not have 
charging capabilities. The school will have a small number of Chromebooks available to be loaned out for the day.  
 
Will students get to keep the Chromebook when they leave KCMS? Will they need to buy a new Chromebook as freshmen? 
Students will be able to keep their device when they leave KCMS.  At Columbine High School, the expectation is that all 
students have a functioning district Chromebook. This will require our current 8th graders to purchase a new Chromebook 
for the 2018-2019 school year. In future years, students will be able to transition to the high school with their district 
Chromebook if it is in good working condition. The life expectancy of a Chromebook is 3-5 years, so families can anticipate 
if and when they will need to purchase a new device. 
 
How is student data privacy upheld with these devices? 
All apps, extensions, and web tools that require logins used by students or staff must be approved by the district through a 
rigorous vetting process.  Jeffco Ed Tech, in partnership with Jeffco Data and Security, work to make sure that all of the 
tools used in the district are safe and secure. Google Apps for Education, the accounts used to access the Chromebooks, 
have been thoroughly vetted by this team, ensuring the security of student information. 
 
How will the school’s network speed be impacted by a 1:1 initiative?  
By students logging in to the same device each time (as opposed to a different device each class period), network traffic 
school wide is actually lessened. Jeffco schools that have already gone 1:1 have shown that overall network speed 
increases with this initiative.  
 
What might the 1:1 initiative look like in classrooms at KCMS? 

● 7th grade math students are learning proportions and ratios.  Some students fully grasp the concept while others 
are struggling. The teacher might have the proficient students complete extension assignments in their online 
textbook, Big Ideas Math, while a small group of students are pulled for more personalized interventions and 
reteaching by the teacher. 

● Spanish students are engaged in project based learning. Their group assignment is to create a video in Spanish 
where they welcome students to Ken Caryl and describe a typical school day. Students create videos using their 
Chromebooks, upload the videos to WeVideo, and collaboratively edit the content. Videos are then shared with 
Spanish speaking English Language Learners new to the school. 

● 8th grade English classes are reading historical nonfiction texts to identify main idea and key supporting details. 
The teacher curates online content by finding historical articles with different topics at varied reading levels and 
uploads these articles to Google Classroom. Students select their article based on interest and then annotate the 
article using Kami, a Chrome extension.   

● Advisement students are working on homework and receiving support from the classroom teacher. Students are 
working in Google Classroom on their Chromebooks throughout the room. The advisement teacher can efficiently 
monitor students’ online activity by using LanSchool, our classroom management software.  
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